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Examining the benefits and practical functions of community service as an alternative
to imprisonment

Fatemeh Dowlatshahi
Master's student in criminal law and criminology

Abstract

The current research under the title "Investigation of the utility and practical functions of community
service as an alternative to imprisonment™ aims to provide a detailed definition of " community
service instead of imprisonment”, to study this issue in Iran's legal system and expose the benefits
and harms of this type of punishment (which unfortunately does not have much precedent in the
country) to the reader's eyes. What was obtained from the conducted search is that the compulsion to
do "public service" is more beneficial to the society than many punishments - especially financial
crimes and short-term imprisonment - and while the society uses the services of the convicted, the
convicted person He has also benefited from his services and the possibility of his return to society
becomes smoother. Therefore, according to the special conditions of today's world and the increase
in the population of cities (and accordingly the population of criminals), the possibility of keeping
prisoners confined, the physical and mental injuries caused by imprisonment, imposing a lot of
financial costs on governments and finally the damages that will be caused to the families of those
sentenced to imprisonment. However, free and public services can be better and more appropriate

alternatives to "imprisonment” in many cases and minimize the said damages.

Key words: function, public service, imprisonment, criminal laws of Iran.
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