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Abstract

The current research under the title: "Theoretical foundations of community service as an alternative
to prison punishment™ aims to analyze and describe the positive features of "punishments” in addition
to a detailed definition of "the concept of alternatives to imprisonment"” and a brief description of the
history of community service in Iran's criminal laws. "alternative™ and analyze its benefits for the
offender, the victim and the society, and in this way make the legislator - especially the traditional
judges - consider the irreversible losses that prison sentences (especially short-term imprisonment)
entail. , make the wrongdoer or the criminal subject to various forms of "public welfare" instead of
"imprisonment” or "prison". What is obtained from this search shows that: free public services
instead of imprisonment since 1392 AH. entered the judicial literature of Iran. In this type of
punishment, which according to the law must be carried out with the consent of the criminal (in the
choice of "work™ or "imprisonment"), a person can pay for his crime by accepting a certain period of
work at the community level, and while freeing himself from prison functions, for Self and society
will also be fruitful. This research also shows that social punishments (= alternative punishments),
while it can be an appropriate response in the present day, due to the increase in the population - and
as a result the increase in the criminal population - not only prevented people from wasting their
taxes. And to be profitable for the governments, to use the free services of criminals for the
development of the society. Maintaining the human dignity of criminals (and not labeling them as
prisoners) as well as aspects of work and skill training, and most importantly, prevention of physical
and mental injuries of the criminal, which can bring more dangers to himself and the society in the

future, are among the other advantages of "punishments™. "social instead of imprisonment."

Keywords: replacement, community service, prison sentence, Iranian criminal law.
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